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LA 17774
COLLECTOR: Stephen Wurm

LOCALITY AND DATE: woodehbong, NSKW 1960
OPTION: A3b; Bl

PERFORMER(S): © - Rokecde /TDick Domnel Iy
LANGUAGE : Bandjalang (_
SPEED: 9.5 cm/s

MALF TRACK ' .

QUALITY: fair-good ;o $9)

Fled TASx: ?1b :

00:00

NOTE: These are sentences elicited by ‘Wurm; all followed by
Bandgalan _response. "

sW: PN T * Bandjalang recordings, Woodenbong, 1960.  Now. say,

Maybe the people have heard us.

The police have caught two men.

Tell the women to run into the bush.

They’ll be safe there. - ;
T stould like to see a corroboree.
Whern will there be a corroboree here?
So, what corroboree 1s this?

What do vou call this one?

The people are forming a circle now.
The women are singing. The men ars dancing rnow. The singing has

stopped. A1l people are tired from dancing. The corroboree is
finished and they g0 home now. The women must not sing this one.
Ask this women why. Oh, she would’nt know. Theg boys are
plaving. They are hunting for lizards. Where do vyou see him? I
see him sitting over there. It looks like rain today. The
clouds are very heavy. Those two men are having a Joke. I know

now to do this here. I have heard that story before. This boy
is very young. What do vou bring this for? bDid you get anything
for me? No, I didn’t get anything. We’ll go away at sunset.
We’ll go away when the sun rises. We’ll go at midday. Let’s
move inte the shade, it’s too hot here/ We’ll go when the wind
stops. Where is the man who caught the fisnh? He is over there.
I'11 go today. The sun hasn’t been very hot today.

02:59 :

(tape off/gap)

LA 17774

COLLECTOR: Stephen Wurm

LOCALITY AND DATE: Woodenbong, 1960

OFPTION: A3b:Bl

PERFORMER(3): Mrs. Page

LANGUAGE : Gidabal o
SPEED: 9.5 cm/s :

HALF TRACK
QUALITY: good (39:40)
e 7| '

03:03

NOTE:Sentences as above. _ - )

sW:Recordings in Gidabal, continued. Woodenbong, 1960. Mrs.
Page. ’

"Now I am going rnow. Where do you go? I°m going back to my house.

-k



Whe did this? My brother did it- my elder brother. What 1is
this? Where? It’s over there on the ground. Ah. so that’s a
boomerang. It’s my father’s boomerang-he put it there. It’s a
very good boomerandg.

Q3:50

{tape off/gap)

This man is telling a lie. Oh no, he’s talking true. Oh, that’s
all right. What are vou going to do with this boomerang here?
I°m going to the bush- I want to kill some birds. This dog bit

my leg. I'm going to hit him with a stick. He’s & bad dog. It
you hit my dog, I’11 hit you. This is a good man here. The sun is
setting- 1it’s late. It is getting cold now. We must light a
fire. There dis no wood here. I°11 take the ax and get some
wood. Bring the wood back and put it on the fire. So I'11 riaht
the fire nrnow. Blow it. The fire is burning now- it’s good.

There’'s plenty of clouds about with the raln. It’s beginning to
rain now.

05:45 .

This boy brought the wallaby back. Whers did you see him catch
it? He found it in the bush. Today it is very hot. The sun is
very strong: let’s go in the shade. I am thirsty: I want to
drink water. Give me some water. There 1s ho water hetre; YOoul
have to go to the river to get some water. Have you seen the fish
which I caught? Yes, you put it down there- I’ve seen it. This
boomerang is broken in half. I’11 try to mend it. My fTather can
make good boomerangs. Who is that man over there? He’s my
mother’s brother. He came here vesterday. Give me some string.
I haven’t got any. Go to him. You come with me. Come inside.
Are vyou tired? Yes, I’ve been walking a lot- my legs are weak.
What did you say? I can’t understand you.

08:04

Why is this man anory? ( lJfight. Can vyou speak
Gidabal? Yes, T understand it. What are those people tazlking
about? I den’t kinow, I can’t hear it. They are too far away.
Look after the snake. Dont® step on it. Take & stone and hit it.
ftape off/on)

08:46

We two are having a fight. Well yvou mustn’t fight here, vou two.
(many people) He killed a possum. Tomorrow we shall go to kill
kangaroos, My father 1s a very good hunter— he often brings
kangaroos home. I shall hit this man here. I°11 thit him with my
hand. ( ) what’s the matter with him? Oh, he has stolen my
dog. I’'m hungry- have you got some food? Cook some food and I°11
give vyou some. We can all eat then. All right, let’s have =a
talk. You talk first, I’1ll talk later.

(tape off/on)

10:14

You wait here, 1’1l come back for you. You just sit down by this
tree here. (off/on) Where do you want to go? I want to go down
to the river. We two go together. We stay down by the river and
fish. There are .plenty fish in this river here. Yesierday I




caught auite a few. Go away from that tree- it’s a dead tree. A
brarnch may hit you. There’s s bit of a wind about and it may
break a branch. So if it hits you on the head you'll be dead. .
man savs, Yes, I’d better go away, it’s dangerous.” I must go

back because I left my mother waiting for me on the road. Can
vou shift this log here? Oh I can’t; it’s very heavy. Oh I've
tried to lift it but it won’t move. You come and help me. Ah,
we’d better leave it- it’s too heavy.

11:59

Let’s go through this water to the other side. No there’s too
much water here.. Can you make boomerangs? No I can’t but my
father can make good boomerangs. I walked and put my foot on =a
stone anhd slipped. I slipped and fell down. I caught the stick

arnd I didn’t fall down. I nearly fell down. There’s a man
standing over there with his dog. There’s another man without a
dog. Where is he? Qver there near the tree. Do you know him? No,
I’ve never seen him before. I saw the man, he looked at me, and
thern he ran away. Obviously he must have been afraid of you. When
the sun goes down, wWwe will make a camp here and go to sleep. It

Wwill be very cold tonight- we must make a big fire. Let’s hide
bemind the stones here- the big stones. My father will go 1in
front and we’ll follow him. He knows the way- he will show us.
The man there is holdimg a spear. I want the spear. I'm hungry- I
want some food.

14:56

fig tree- Let’s go out and gather figs. (tape off/on) Let’s go
over to that tree and sit down. I'm standing béside the tree-

close to the tree. Come away Trom that stone. I am afraid of
this man. I'm afraid of his dog~ he may bite me. He’'s a very
bad dog. He bit my brother yesterday. There’s no water here-
it’s all dried up. We must go elsewhere where there’s water. Put

this kangaroo there close to the fire. You sit down by my father.
I hit this dog with a stick. I hit it with a big stick. He hit
me with & club. He’s a bad man— he always hits everybody. This
boomerang was a good one but now it is broken. You wait for me; I
want to speak to you. What do you want to speak about? I want to
ask you about the dog that you have. I met the mam in the scrub
arnd asked him where Re went. He siad he was going to hunt
wallabies. He had seer many wallabies. I walked all day today
and I’m very tired- I want to sleep. 1 saw your father— he was
carrying wood. The women are out digging for yams. (tape speeds
upl (off/on)

18:48

I would 1like to see a corroboree. There { 1 a2 corroboree
today— come over and have a look. I’'ll give him & spear so he can
kill & kangaroo for me. When do you come back? I come back when
the rew moon comes Up. What noise—- is there somebody about? There
is a man and a woman walking down the road. This man was
chopping wood and hit his foot with an axe. I see a man running



o

aover there. (off/on) Are you sick? No, I'm all right- why do you
ask? You sit here all day and do nothing. It’s very hot here.
There are 2 people walking over there but I don’t know them. The
women are in the river having a swim. What are you looking at?
T think I see a wallaby standing over there far away. Where is
it? It is close to the btilg tree over there. (off/onl}

20:51

Is this a good boomerang? Well I don’t know- I must throw it

first and have a look. 0Oh it’s coming back~ it’s a good one. Are
vou living in this area? No, I Jjust came. I lived here a long
3 . !] l_! \- P

3

time ago. I shall stay here now. My father is living here too.
Look, this man is jumping like a kangaroo. You looklike your
brother. Where 1is vyour younger brother now? He went away
vyesterday—- he’ll come back sooh. I left my boomerang here-
somebody took it. All right, let’s look for it, O I took 1t
away and put it over there to the stone—~ there it is. You have
hurt your wrist? What is the matter with it? What have vou done
with 4it7? I fell down from a tree. Is 1t broken? No it’s not
broken- it’s only swollen up. This man hit me but then he ran
away. He saw I was angry with him. The wind is blowing one way
rnow=- if it turns we get rain. Let us go home now because the sun
will be down soon and we don’t see in the dark. It’s a long way
to go home. Who is the man whe was speaking to you? I don’t
krnow- he wanted to spesk to my father. I told him my father
wasn’t here. Are vou the man who wants my dog? Yes, where is it?
Show him to me. (off/on)

24:26

Where s vour sister? She’s over there. How many children have
vou? I have 3. Wait here until the rain stops. If you go out now
vou’ll get wet. It’s raining heavily. Put the meat over there.
I'1l take it later. There are many snakes in this country- dom’t
walk in the grass. These people are not friendly- they want to
hit us. There are some men up on that hill there. We will not go
e there. Can vyou see them? No, but they may come back. ALl
right, you look this way and I’1ll look the other way for them. I
can see smoke far away there. Somebody has a fire there. The men
are all talking together rnow. Are you hungry? Yes, I'm  hungry-
give me some food. I can't eat because I'm sick. You go auick-vyou
may catch him. Somebody’s sitting outside the camp. What does he
want? Go and ask him. Let®’s go down to the water. It will be
very cool there- it’s hot here. I have no food but you have a
lot- give me some. All right if I give you some. He is singing?

across the river. He Jjumped over the log. He is running around
the tree. This dog killed the wallaby. They cut the leg off the
wallaby. We shall cook it and eat it. He went from the camp to
the river. Who will cook the food-the man or the women. The
woman will cook it for us. All the men are sitting by the tree.
Let’s go up this hill— it is rnot steep. The people are laughing
at me. I don't know why they laugh. I’ve cut my finger. He took



JoLuME,
INCREASE,

the stick away from me. Give this food to the white dog- don’t
give it to the black dog. The log rolled down the hill. I  came
Tfirst and he came aftter me. I cried because he kicked me. Shall
I stand here or shall I sit down? I’1ll sit down. I walked past
him. We’ll stand here- he cant see us here. The man died and we
buried him. Which man broke this stick? I didn't do it. I am
going this evening. My father went vesterday afternoon. My
brother has just left- he ran away. Me threw a stone at me. You
come to me. You 2 look at each other. Cook the meat and take it
out when 1it’s cooked. Eat first and then we can drink water.
NOTE: Tape speeds up here- distortion)

31:17

Is the fire burning well? No it is pretty bad- rather low. Every
man dis carryving his spear. There’s @& noise here— somebody’s
coming. Can you hear it? He fell in the river and nearly

drowned-we pulled him out. Oh he’s still alive rnow- he’s all

4
right. This man talks a lot. I1ll wait here for you. I hit him
once. I kit him twice. I hit him often. Why didn’t you come? I

was sleeping. We’ll eat here and you can have a talk.

L& 17774
COLLECTOR: Stephen Wurm
LLOCALITY AND DATE:

OPTION: A3b;DB1 .

PERFORMER () : wnidenbifed L Colerts  * o0 Lewonw £l

LANGUAGE : Band jalang Y

SPEED: 9.5 cm/s

HALF TRACK

QUALITY: fair-good

NOTE : Sentences, continued (15:’4@

F: b

32:43

SWi:Continuation of recordings in Bandjalang.

It is the winter- we’ll get some more rain. I've come here to
tell vou about the corroboree, Let’s go and camp before the rain
comes down. I saw the man swimming in the creek. Throw the stone

over the river. The rain has made the ground soft. Dry the meat
in the aun. Did vyou see the fish I caught? Yes, it’s a big fTish.
Let’g, g0 in the shade- it’s very hot here. There is no water in
this'?‘“ﬁﬂ I saw the man who killed the snake. (off/on)

They went off before the sun came up. Do vou like yam? Is this

good water to drink? Yes, very good water. Tell him to bring
some wood. All right here’s an axe and I’11 chor Some wood for
vou. Give me some more food- I'm hungry. He’s gone bush- he’s
sick. The heat has made the ground hatrd. He put the boomerang

away in the grass. If vyou go duickly after bhim yow’ll catch him.
I’m afraid of that man. What has he done to vou? Oh, he may hit
me . I came hetre first and he came after me. So this man was fat
but now he’s quite thin. There are not many fish in this creek.



These boomerangs are all the sames. He sat on the other side of
the house. He stood between the houses. He lay down beside the
log. He sat outside. I poured the water out. Which one will you
take~ this boomerang or that boomerang? That’s the one I want .
I am going down to the river. I go up to the mountain. He is
running away with my spear. 1 am breathing. Give that back to me.

37:23
You sit down here and eat. You can eat and I’Ll walt here.
Afterwards we will go away together. I knocked my foot against a

stone and nearly fell down. I caught a stick and so didmn’t fall.
I go over there to bring some stones in. They want to put sOme
stones here. {off/on) This is the man who killed the wallaby.

Wher he threw the spear he hit the ( 1. He carm throw a& spear
very well. He is very clever. He is a good hurter. I sSaw him
and he fell down. Always when this man goes out to hunt he never
brings anything. He must be a very bad hunter. The 2 men are

walking and talking at the same time. They are smoking and
walking. I’11 see vou later. I should talk to my father today. 1
told him you are goling away. Look out, this knife will cut Your
hand. Why are you hnot eating. On I ate a lot, I'm full up. I
kave no food and you have a lot- give me some. All  right I°11
agive you some so that you can eat too. Give this to your brother.

pDid vou tell me about the fight? I followed 3 men. Did your

father see You in the camp? Take the stick away from him. I
1ive here all the time. That’s my place. He went away over the
mourtain. He swam across the river. He walked over the grass. He
jumped over the log. He arrived after his fatkher. I’m going out
after an emu. He ran around the house. He walked throught the
cang. Me sat beside the man. The man and the women went away
together. He sat in the house. He sat down in the house. &
goarnna ran between my legs. The possum sits on top of the tree
there. There is & koala sitting over there. The twao men are
sitting on this side of the tree. My dog killed =& Kkangarco.
Thete is a kangaroo standing over there ear the stone. He is
coming out of the house. He went away; it was too hot for him.
4£3:06.

it down behind me. Cut the leg oftf that wallaby. 1’11 give vyou
my spear and you give me some food. The boy is climbing up the
tree. I am going Trom my house to the river. There is a bird

flying and he sat down on the tree. Get some wood for the fire. I
come back in 2 months. I saw him 2 days ago. I walked for 2 davs
to get here. Who will cook the food- the man or the women? Which
one shall I shoot- the wallaby or the emu? I’m stronger than you

are. I must eat or I die. I'm staying here to teach vyou my
language. There;s a creek on the other side of the hill. These
boomerangs are all different. The river runs between the

mountains. The men are sitting around the tree. Now I came with
my father. e never comes here. So I put my fodf on a shake and
he bit me. I was sick but row I°m all Fright. Cutthis tree for



honey. I "m hearing thunder. This mountain is not very steep at
all. He is nearly dead. My arm is very sore. I want a man to cook
the food. Have you got yams? Ne, I haven’t dug any up. This man
is laughing at me. The sun is too hot to go walking today. He

came after. I came here to find him but I couldr’t. I have =a
headache. How did vyou cut your finger~ it looks bad. I'm
getting fat. Let’s go together. There are very few wallabies
here. This man is painted red. I saw him run away, My two
brothers are here. He took the stick from me. He went away with
my boomerang. I ( ] with my club. This creek has plenty fish
in it.

48:28

END OF SIDE A, LA 1777
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